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"But have you read the Bjorke treaty?"
I confessed that I had not, whereupon he handed me the
text of the document, saying that he had received it only on
the previous day and bidding me read it. The count looked
profoundly excited and upset. As I read the document,
I understood the cause of his excitement. The substance of
the agreement was that Germany and Russia obligated
themselves to defend each other in case of war with any
other European power (including France, therefore).
Russia pledged itself to make every effort to gain France
over to this union (but whether or not this result was at*
tained, the agreement between the two countries was, never-
theless, valid). The agreement was to become effective
from the moment of the ratification of the Portsmouth
Treaty (as much as to say: If the war keeps up, well and
good; if the war stops, Russia will be dragged into a worse
muddle). The instrument was signed by the two sovereigns
and countersigned by a German official, whose name I was
unable to make out and, on our side, by the Minister of
the Navy, Birilev,
The agreement meant that we were to defend Germany
in case she chose to wage war against France, and this in
spite of the fact that since the beginning of the 'nineties we
have had an understanding with France, in virtue of which
we were pledged to defend her in case of a war with Ger-
many* On the other hand, Germany obligated herself to
defend European Russia in case of a war with any other
European power, but this provision was practically worth-
less, inasmuch as in the Far East, our Achilles' heel, Ger-
many left us to our own resources.
I declared to Count Lamsdorff that the agreement must
be rescinded at any cost, and that I would rather go on
fighting Japan than ratify the Portsmouth treaty and thus
validate the Bjorke agreement
"This is monstrous," I exclaimed.    "The treaty di$-